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The Right Reverend 
THOMAS 
Lord Biſhop of SALISBURY, 
MASTER of the TEMPLE; 


And to the Worhipful 
The MASTERS of the BENCH 
bf the two Honourable SocttTIES 


Of the TEMPLE, 


This DISCOURSE, 
Printed at their Deſire, 


Is with all Humility inſcribed. 


By their Obhiged | 
and Obedient Servant, | 1 


SAMUEL NICOLLS, 


a - ps 
f EErrPP tata, SOR 
- r dats 


PS AL M cxxii. 8, 9. 


Bir my brethren and compani ons ſakes, 1 will 
now ſay, Peace be within thee, | 

Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, 1 
will ſeek thy good. 

Or as it is render'd in the old verſion: 
For my brethren and companions ſakes, 7 will 
 _ ww1/h thee proſperity. 

Na, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, 
4 will ſeek to do . good. 


T HIS Pſalm, as judicious men think, 
| was written by David for the uſe of 
the people, when they came up to 
Jeruſalem at the ſolemn feaſts, It evidently 
flows from the warm heart of a zealous pa- 
triot, inſpired with the nobleſt ſentiments, 
inflamed with the moſt ardent affection, and 
love for his country. No ſelfiſh views, no 
private conſiderations ſeem to have any place 
in his thoughts ; no concern of his own, but 
what is general, and involved in the publick 

A 3 good; 


good : but full of the „ Aua, poſſeſſed 
of the true magnanimity and grandeur of ſoul, 


be is carried out by the moſt diſintereſted - 


generoſity to conſult for the welfare of Jeru- 
ſalem, his country; himſelf inſpired with a 
rational, fincere, and fervent zeal to /eek its 
good, and endeayouring by all the means in 
his power, by every art of perſuaſion, by the 
moſt prevailing arguments, by the moſt af- 


fecting motives, to excite the ſame concern 


for its proſperity in others. Jeruſalem is build- 
ed as a city that is compact together. . Where 
the Pſalmiſt makes uſe of the cloſe and com- 
pact manner in which Jeruſalem was .built, 
as an emblem to repreſent with how ſtric 
and firm an attachment its inhabitants ought 
to ſuſtain and ſupport one another: that as 


the whole city, from that ſymmetry and 


comely proportion which one part bore to 


another, ſeemed to be but one building, ſo 


ſhould the people of it 'be at unity among 
themſelves, firmly linked together in the ſame 
harmony and order, having but one body and 
one ſoul. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of 
the Lord, unto the teſtimony, or unto the ark, 
of Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. As a farther motive. to their love of 
Jene, and to deſire its 9 he 


inti- 
RE 
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intimates this to be the place of publick re- 
ſort, where all the tribes of Iſrael came to 


offer ſacrifice, and to worſhip. There are 


ſet thrones of judgment, the thrones of the 


bouſe of David. This is added as another 


reaſon inviting and obliging them to regard 


Jeruſalem, and to be zealous for its ſafety. 


The royal throne is there, allotted by God 
to David, and his ſeed for ever; and there 
are the inferior ſeats of juſtice, eſtabliſhed by 
his authority. Therefore, ſays he, ſince in 
the proſperity of this city both your civil and 
religious privileges are deeply concerned, Pray 


for the peace of Feruſalem ; that peace may 


be in all its dwellings, and eſpecially in the 
palaces of its princes and rulers, whoſe wel- 
fare is a publick bleſſing to all the people. 
Then follow the words I have choſen, in 
which the arguments before mentioned are 
briefly ſum'd up, For my brethren and com- 
panions ſake, for the ſake of theſe civil rights 
and liberties, which my brethren of the houſe 
of Iſrael, and fellow-citizens enjoy, I will 
wiſh thee proſperity : Yea, becauſe of the 
houſe of the Lord our God, becauſe of this 
free exerciſe and eſtabliſhment of our religious 


worlhi Ip, T will ſeek to do thee good. 
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It was plainly the deſign of the royal pens | 
man, at that folemn time, when all the 
tribes were aſſembled together at Jeruſalgn, 
to convey in his compoſition for the ſanctuary, 
ſome general maxim, or rule of government; 
ſententiouſly and by way of aphoriſm, which 
they might carry with them to their retire- 
ments. The love of their country, that 
darling paſſion of the Jews, is the principle, 
with which he endeavours to fire their ſouls, 
The arguments he uſes to enforce it are very 
engaging, drawn from the regard they ought 
to have for all that is moſt dear and valuable 
among men, their religion, government, 
and laws. All which he preſſes them to 
ſupport and maintain from one motive of im- 
portant uſe and conſideration, that in pre- 
ſerving them together thus mixt and cement- 
ed, their own happineſs and, very being, as 
a ſociety, was concerned; that religion and 

government are one; and therefore, that 
upon this account eſpecially they were called by 
the moſt endearing incitements to love Jeru- 
ſalem; becauſe it was a city at unity with it- 
ſelf. It is the happineſs of our conſtitution, 
to be ſo well temper'd and united, as to bear 
in this reſpect a near reſemblance to the Jew- 
iſh polity, eccleſiaſtical and civil: and there- 

I ft fore 
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fre in the application of this Pſalm to our- 
ſelves we may well be allowed, without re- 
ſtraint or force upon the words, to under 


ſtand them in this ſenſe, as commanding 
this duty, That with a becoming zeal, 
« and with all our might, we defend and 
« promote the publick intereſt & of our 'coun- 
« try, as well in reſpe& of our civil rights, 
« as of our moſt pure and holy religion”. 
And though this may be looked on by ſome 
as an improper ſubject here, as rather belong- 
ing to a political than religious inquiry; yet 
ſuch may be informed, that the virtue pro- 
poſed, of loving our country, is a duty found- 
ed not only upon moral but Chriſtian prin- 
ciples : that it is indeed no other than that 
important duty of loving our neighbour, ſo 
often recommended in the Goſpel, under- 
ſtood in the moſt exalted ſenſe ; and is by 
ſo much ſuperior to every particular practice 
of that duty, as the whole is greater than a 
part, and as it is more excellent to conſult 
for the common good and happineſs of a 
whole ſociety, than for one member only. 
And therefore an attempt to explain and re- 
commend this eminent ſocial virtue, is not 
only juſtifiable, but alſo neceſſary and ſea- 
ſonable at every time and place. But eſpe- 

3 cially 
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8 cially at this time, to revive a publick ſpit 
and love for our country, when avowed ene. 
mies have begun to diſturb the tranquillity of 
it; when unnatural parricides, ſacrificing pub. 
lick duty to private reſentment, by open at- 
tempts and ſecret artifice have encouraged 
foreign deſigns and the bold invader ; When 
arbitrary power under the banner of po 

is advancing with haſty ſteps towards us, to 
ſhake the very foundation of government, 
and to deprive us at once of our civil and re- 
| ligious liberties; at ſuch a time as this, it highly 
concerns us to think of that duty we owe to 
our country, and to be anxious for that hap- 
pineſs we enjoy under the preſent conſtitu- 
tion of things, now in danger of being taken 
away from us. I ſhall therefore hope for 
your favourable attention, while I endeavour 
to lay before you, as well the general grounds 
and reafons of this duty, as the particular 
obligations we are under to practiſe it. 


And if we conſider this virtue in the double 
view, as it takes its force from moral or 
_ Chriſtian principles, we ſhall receive all the 
light, both as to its nature and obligations, 
which can be requiſite to influence and direct 
our practice. 


F irt, 
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Pia, 1: PE thas: this os 18 + founded in 
nature, and takes its riſe from the ſtate and 
condition of man. God having deſigned man 
to be a ſocial creature, when he placed him 
in this world, gave him a nature fo perfect, 
25 to be capable of communicating happineſs 
to others, and at the ſame time ſo defective, 
4s to need from them an addition to his own, 
This ſenſe of his own weakneſs and indi- 
gence naturally produced in him a deſire of 
ſeeking the help and aſſiſtance of his neighbour, 
and may be underſtood to have given origin 
to ſociety. In this firſt ſtate of things 
nature was young, and had not yet learnt the 
arts of fraud and deceit: and the luxuriant 
earth brought forth ſuch a redundancy of 
bleſſings for its few inhabitants, as to leave. 
them little room for contention. But when 
men increaſed, and the earth ſeemed more 
ſparing and partial in its favours, then vio- 
lence and oppreſſion grew ſtrong, and men 
for their mutual defence and ſupport found it 
neceflary to join themſelves in yet cloſer bands 
of ſociety and friendſhip; and' for the greater 
ſecurity of themſelves and their intereſts were 
induced to ſeek the ſafeguard and protection of 
cities, Human indigence therefore firſt formed 


men 
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ol 
men into ſociety, and happineſs was the end 
propoſed, prompting them to a continual <ul. 
tivation of it; agreeably to that law of m. 
ture which Cod bas written upon their heart, 
But if happineſs be the end for which the 
great Author of nature has, by adivine impulſe, 
directed men to unite; then the principles 
of love and benevolence, being eſſential to 
happineſs, muſt alſo have been intended ty 
him, as the neceſſary means, without which 
that happineſs could not have been obtained. 
So that in truth, when man was commanded 
to love his country by the great law of na- 
ture, he was only directed to love himſelf; 
and was therefore injoined to contribute to 
the publick welfare, becauſe his own hap- 
pineſs was immediately involved in it. All 
property is owing to ſuch a wiſe regulation: 
without which the arbitrary will of every 
man would be his law, and we ſhould ne- 
ceſſarily become a prey to him who is more 
powerful than ourſelves. Every thing we 
enjoy would be altogether precarious, and 
depend upon the pleaſure of our neighbour. 
Nor would our enjoyments only, but our 
lives themſelves be continually uncertain: 
for there could be no laws to reſtrain, and 
ſtrengtb alone, as the book of Wiſdom ex- 
91 577 Nei 
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it, world be the law of Juſtice. Since 
then ſociety and government is a' beneficial 
inſtitution, calculated for the general good; 
fince publick ſpirit and private intereſt are 
thus intimately connected; the love of our 
ntry is therefore neceſſary in regard to 
rſelves; and for that reaſon commanded 
by Almighty God. And upon the whole, we 
may conſider it as a duty both natural, rational, 
and moral; bound upon us by the different and 
inviolable ties of juſtice, gratitude, and con- 
ſcience : of juſtice, as it is founded in nature 
and the relation of things; of gratitude, as it 

is productive of our own intereſt and advan- 
tage; of conſcience, as it is the command 
of God. And in conformity to this natural 
principle, the wiſe among the ancients, in 
every age and nation of the heathen world, 
have always: thought and acted, as if they 
e eſteemed an affectionate concern for the in- 
e tereſt of their country to be a quality the 
d moſt lovely and amiable, the moſt generous 1 
. and heroic, belonging to the human nature. Il, 
Ir The Greeks and Romans eſpecially have 2 
s diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the practice of 
d I 'this virtue, and upon: every occaſion, where 
- | the pablick good was concerned, have diſ- 
es | Covered 
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o0eeyvyered à ſuperior greatneſs of 'mind; Their 
 writivgs abound with ſentinients of this kind t 
truly- exalted and ſublime, and in every e MN i 
ſpect worthy of buman'nature. One of them il 
eſpecially, I mean Cicero, has ſhewn in all hs I ' 
a writing>uth a feeling ſenſe of this generoiy 

i E principle, that nothing can go beyond it. 

| Same of his words are to this effect: That 
66 when yon have narrowly ſurveyed, and | 
** made a juſt eſtimate of the advantages in 
* every relation of life, you will find none 

“ weightier, none dearer to us, than that 

te we bear to the publick: that parents 
are dear, children dear, and ſo propor- 
** tionably more diſtant relatives and friends; 
e but that our country alone takes in every 
other branch of love, and engages our 
* deareſt affeftion : for which therefore no 
** good man would ſcruple even 'to-die, if 
4 he W n wa its e * 9995 
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ſufficiently appears, that the love of our 
been r eee reaſon. oY 


mai is-2lfo che vier f revelation hal 
ce Officiis/4ib; I. cap. 17. 


briefly 
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briefly be made out, from the tendency of 
the Goſpel in general, from: ſome precepts of 


it in particular, and from the example of 


our Lord, who has exalted and refined this 
moral 4 into a Chriſtian grace. 

It muſt be gh that this peeteßt, of 
loving our country, is no where expreſſy 
commanded in the Goſpel,” Nor was it riged- 
ful to repeat what had been ſo often incul- 
cated in the writings of: the Old Teſtament. 
But if we conſider the deſign of the Chriſtian 
inſtitution; which was to explain and inforce 
the two great duties of loving God and our 
neighbour ; we ſhall find it neceffarily in- 
ferred from this part. of divine revelation, that 
he duty before us being implied in theſe, 
muſt alſo be a Chriſtian precept. The du- 
ties delivered in the New Teſtament are in- 
deed little more than a republication of the 
original laws of nature in the ſtate of inno- 
cence; which being by long time much ob- 
ſcared and defaced, were by God's good- 
neſs in a ſpecial revelation reftored and 
brought to light. As therefore the general 
deſign of Chriſtianity was not to make any 
alterations in moral duties, but to recom- 

mend and inforce them; this virtue of lov- 
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[16 J bo 
ing our country being a moral duty; muſt 
for that very reaſon be accounted alſo of 
Chriſtian obligation. And indeed there are 
particular Goſpel precepts, which evidently. 
require it. Of which fort is publick ſpirit, | 
not to ſeek our own, but every man another: 
wealth * : The bearing one another's bur. 
dens +: The forgiving injuries, and being 
ready to lay down our lives for the brethreng, 
In regard to ſubmiſſion alſo, which is a 
branch of this duty : we are commanded to 
be ſubject unto the higher powers : and to ren. 
der unto Ceſar the things that are due ||, 
But the example of our Lord is ſurely of it- 
ſelf ſufficient to denominate this virtue not 
only chriſtian but divine. And what greater 
concern for publick calamities can ba met 
with in any ſtory, than that feeling ſorrow 
which he expreſſes for Jeruſalem, his beloved 
city, upon the proſpect he had: of its de- 
ſtruction? And when be was come near, he 
beheld the city, and wept over it, ſaying, if 
thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaft in this 
'thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace But now Rwy are hid from thine eyes, 
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Fur the days ſhall come upon thes, that thine 
enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, and 
aſs. thee round, and keep thee in on every 


fide, and ſhall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee : and they ſhall. 


not leave in thee one ſtone upon another: be- 
cauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy viſita- 
tion“. Upon all which paſſionate com- 


plaint and lamentation of our Lord over his 
native country, I will make no other com- 


ment or remark, but thoſe few words ſpoken 
upon that other only occaſion, wherein he 


Z was ſaid to weep; Behold how he loved it + 


Tow have now the general grounds and 
We of this duty laid before you : many 
arguments are yet untouched, which might 


well be urged, from the nature and ends of 
government, from the motives of preſent 


advantage and intereſt, and from a deduction 
of the ſeveral offices of this virtue. 


But it is time to apply what has been de- 


livered upon this ſubject more immediately to 
ourſelves, as members of this happy country. 


And is there a nation under heaven more 
bleſſed by the bountiful hand of providence 
| * Luke xix, 41. + John xi. 36, | 

B With 
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with every choiceſt gift for the ſapply not 
only of the neceſſity, but of the convenience, 
and pleaſure of life? favoured with every 

advantage temporal and ſpiritual, both in its 
civil and religious eſtabliſhment, to procure 
it caſe. and content here, and happineſs here. 
after? a felicity we are all ready enough, az 
we have reaſon, to boaſt of, however un. 
_ grateful we may ſhew ourſelves under the 
enjoyment of it. In reſpe& to this world, 
how admirably does our a Pa provide 
for the preſervation of our lives and proper- 
ties, by equitable laws and ſtatutes conſent- 
ed to by ourſelves? a government ſo framed 
as to conſult at once the dignity of thoſe who 
are to command, and of thoſe who are to 
obey ; well temper'd between the two ex- 
tremes of tyranny and ſlavery, of anarchy 
and licentiouſneſs: where the people poſſeſs 
| ſomething they can call their own, by which 
upon occaſion to teſtify. their affection, and 
the rulers, like 'the moſt perfect beings, are 
ſubject to the laws of equity and right. With 
relation to our ſpiritual concerns and another 
life, we enjoy the bleſſing of the Goſpel in 
a Church, founded on the pattern of the pri- 
mitive times; whoſe doctrines breath the 
pure ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and whoſe power 
lays no reſtraint upon the conſcience : reform- 
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ed from the errors and corruptions of popery 
on the one hand, and guarded and protected 
from the aſſaults of atheiſm and infidelity on 
the other. But to do juſtice to this ſubject 
would require that we draw the plan of our 


happy conſtitution, The natural application 


is in the language of Moſes to the people of 
Iſrael, What nation is there ſo great, that 
bath ſtatutes and judgments fo righteous ? and 
well would it be for us, if there was no 
room to add the caution which he alſo gives 
to that unthankful people, Only take heed to 
thyſelf, and keep thy ſoul diligently, leſt thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have ſeen, 
and left they depart from thy heart all the days 
of thy life : but teach them thy ſons and thy 
ſons ſons K. It is not difficult to ſpeak many 
and great things of our excellent government: 
but ſpeaking alone does not make a patriot. 
Are men ſtrict obſervers of the laws of God 
and of their country ? do they perform their 


ſeveral offices with integrity and honour, and 


with ' impartial regard to the publick good? 

This will truly make them lovers of their 

country. But without piety and virtue we 

falſly pretend to that honourable name. True 

religion will both incline and fit us for that 
„„ W-35, 9. 
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character; will render us good ſubjects, be 


dient not only for wrath, but a Iſo for con- 
ſcience * * 


And ſurely if ever there was occafion to 


recommend a ſpirit of piety and devotion, if 
it ever was neceſſary to call men to an earneſt 
zeal for the publick welfare, it becomes us in 
the preſent juncture to exhort them, con- 
ſcientiouſly to perform the ſeveral duties of 
their ſtation, and like true lovers of their 
country to unite in defence of its common 


good. If there is a time for Countrymen, 


ſubjects of the beſt regulated ſtate, to adhere 


to each other: if there is a time for Pro- 


teſtants to underſtand their mutual intereſt, it 
is now that they ſhould join as one man, to 


ſupport the civil eſtabliſhment againſt the 


unjuſt attempts and violations of arbitrary, 
lawleſs, power, and to guard the ſacred de- 
poſit of Religion from the encroachments of 
that violent oppoſer, who challenges all au- 
thority, human and divine, and exalts him- 


ſelf above all that is called God . 


It would engage me in-a diene much 
too long for the preſent time, was there oc- 


Kom. xiii. 5. f 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 


caſion, 


* 
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caſion, if I ſhould enter into a particular ac- 


count of thoſe principles and practices, by 
which this bold uſurper of all right has eſta- 
bliſhed his power and ſupremacy over the 
Chriſtian world, You would hear of the 
moſt impious violations of all right and juſtice, 


of the infringement of the moſt ſacred and in- 


diffoluble ties, of every obligation from reli- 
gion and nature broken through : you would 
hear of cruel wars and bloodſhed, of cool 


malice and long premeditated revenge, of 


barbarities ſtrange to thought, and ſhocking 


to humanity. But I ſhall content myſelf, 


as that will indeed be ſufficient, to expoſe to 
your view one practice only of that Church, 


which has been of malignant influence to the 


peace of the world, in keeping ſuch multi- 
tudes ignorant and inſenſible of their duty; 
and is no doubt one great cauſe of our pre- 
ſent fear and ſorroẽw: I mean, their forbid- 
ing to the people the free uſe of the Scrip- 
tures. And after that, if I may be permitted 
to add a few words with regard ta our preſent 
troubles, in aggravation of the crime of thoſe 


unnatural rebels to their country, I ſhall then 
have brought my diſcourſe to ſuch a conclu- 


ſion as I propoſed ; namely, to take occaſion 


from thence the more {earneſtly to excite all 
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true lovers of their country to ſeek its good, to 
unite in its defence againſt the aſſaults of thoſe 
who are enemies to its peace and proſperity, 


Indeed it muſt be owned that the Leamed 


of the church ef Rome have refined much 


upon their abſurd dectrines and practices; 
and by the help of ſome nice diſtinctions, and 
much labor'd art, have attempted to reſolve 
the ſcruples of the wiſer and more under. 
ſtanding part of their followers, who will take 
the liberty of judging for themſelves, and 
ſearch the ſeri ptures whether theſe things are 
ſo *. But what is this to the bulk of the 
people, who are kept in fetters by the tyran- 
ny of their prieſts, and under the ſevereſt 
cenſures are forbidden to examine the prin- 
ciples of their faith? The bock of life, the 
ſacred Scripture, is locked up from them; 
and whoever ſhall preſume to read therein 
without an expreſs licence for that purpoſe, 
is by the authority of a Council to be denied 
abſolution +. And leſt their underſtanding 
ſhould be more employed at church, than it 
is ſuffered to be at home, prayers are offered 
up in a tongue unknown, which they can 
join in neither with heart nor voice; but in 
Ads xvii, 11. + The Council of Trent. 


all 


1 3 3 


all their publick worſhip there i nothing but 
confuſion, and like that tumultuous aſſembly 


ſpoken of in ſcripture, ſome ſay one thing, 
and ſome another, and the greater rs know. 


not for what they are come together x. How 
is it then that the church of Rome is ſo vi- 


gilant in keeping their flock from the read- 


ing of ſcripture? why do they thus refuſe 
the key of Khowiedes to their people, and 


hide that heavenly light, which God intend- 


ed ſhould ſhine upon all Chriſtians alike, to 


guide them in the dark ways of this life ? 


One reaſon they give, becauſe that hereſies 


have ariſen from the abuſe of ſcripture. An 


argument that concludes as much for the ba- 
nifhing of ſcripture out of the world. But 


is not there a reaſon more plain andevident? 
that it was done to blindfold the people: that 


they might more eafily become the tools of 
the court of Rome's ambition, with zeal to 


fight her battles, and without reluctance to 


perpetrate her execrable deſigns: that rely- 


ing with an implicit faith upon the pardons, 
indulgences, and abſolutions granted them 
by the infallible chair, they might feel no re- 
morſe of conſcience in executing the cruel 


» . Ads xix. 32, 
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. orders they receive ; but with heart * ſoul 
engage in the elocious cauſe of the ſuprema- 
cy of Rome, to depoſe Kings, murder their 
ſubjects, and lay kingdoms waſte. It is the 
policy of the Roman church, and that by 
which it maintains its ſupremacy and power; 
thus to turn the weakneſs and ignorance of 


men to its own advantage; ; and paſſing from 


the ſubjects even into the court and cabinet 


of princes, ſo to mix itſelf with their affairs 


and contentions, as io make it expedient for 
them to refer the deciſion of their diſputes 
to it; or at leaſt to call in the aſſiſtance of 
the Pope s power. He looks with a wiſhful 
eye over this nation, and makes account of 
it, as a ſheep that has ſtraggled from his fold; 

and waits with impatience for an opportuni- 
ty to reclaim, and bring it back. And lo! 
two princes, great in power, and wealth, and 
extended empire, our rivals, have brought 


the holy father the occaſion be wanted. The 


one envies us our inlarged commerce, the 
other our laws and liberties, while he aims at 
our religion. The bargain i is ſtruck, we are de- 


voted, his emiſſaries are diſperſed, and a fa- 


vourite ſon, the vain pretender to theſe crowns, 
whom he cheriſhes in his very boſom, is 
with n promiſes in haſte ſent away to 
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:1yade our land, and threaten a formi- 
dable war. Our councils and our arms. 
have borne too great a ſway in the affairs 
of the Continent ; ſomething muſt be done 
to find employment for us at home,  Ac- 
cordingly, while we are carrying on war 
abroad in defence of the cauſe and liberties of 
Europe, they have contrived and actually ef- 
fected a rebellion among our ſelves. From 
ſmall beginnings by the indefatigable malice 
of our adverſaries it has advanced inſenſibly 
to a dangerous height. The engines of Rome 
ate all at work; and as for ſome years paſt 
the number of their proſelytes has greatly in- 
creaſed among us, ſo at this juncture eſpeci- 
ally, it is notorious what pains they take in a 
more open and barefaced manner to make 
converts to their Church: while other emiſſa- 
ries are as diligently employed in raifing diſ- 
ſenfions and ſedition among the people. But 
with the bleſſing of Providence attending the 
well laid deſigns of the government for our 
preſervation, the trap which they hid privily 
ſhall catch themſelves, and they ſhall fall into 
their own miſchief. A noble ſpirit in the de- 
| fence of liberty and the proteſtant cauſe, has 
appeared among all ranks of people in this na- 
tion. Union and affection generally prevail 
| among 


among us, and thite is 80, no other diſtine. 
tion of party, but of thoſe who eſpouſe che 
cauſe of a moſt gracious proteſtant prince, and 
of them who are in open rebellion for ann 
bittary and 3 pretender. 


As for them who have thus cit at- 
tach dd themſelves to ſo bad a cauſe, they 
would do well to confider upon what prin. 
_ ciples they act; how contradictory tothe moſt 

I engagements ; how unprovoked they 
enter upon this violence; with what aggra- 
vations the circumſtances of their crime are 
attended, both in regard to the clemency of 

the prince, it has pleaſed the good providence 
of God to ſet over them, and alfo to the pub- 
lick peace and credit of the nation, inter- 
rupted by their raſh attempt. And firſt, 1 
fay, it deſerves their moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion, that the engagements they are under to 
the preſent government, for that peace and 
quietneſs they enjoy under its gentle admini- 
tration, and for that protection which the 
laws and conſtitutions of their country afford 
them, will always bind them, ſo long as 
thoſe bleflings remain, under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations of duty and obedience. For they 
arc members of a ſocicty ſo conſtituted, 1 
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the intereſt of every individual is made the 


object of publick concern; and he is oalled 
to concur, and actually does conſent, 
by his repreſentative, to every law by which 


himſelf is to be governed. And though, 


from the defect of all human inſtitutions, it 


may often happen, that laws, ena&ted for 


the publick good, may aggrieve ſome parti- 
cular members; yet if the loſs and damage 


of thoſe few ſufferers muſt be ſet againſt the 
profit and advantage of all the reſt of the com- 
munity to overturn ſuch wholeſome and ſaluta- 
ry laws, there would be an end of all ſociety 
and government in 'the world, And-there- 
fore for private men to ſet themſelves up, as 


judges in their own quarrel, and upon every 
little grievance, whether real or pretended, 
to betake themſelves to arms, as it is abſo- 


lutely unlawfal, ſo is it ſuch an inſolent pre- 
ſumption, as will never be endured in any 
well regulated ſtate. For there is a legal 
and an eaſy way to obtain redreſs of grie- 
vances, if any ſuch be juſtly complained of; 
and that power which laid the hard obliga- 
tion upon them, can at all times relieve them, 


and remove the cauſe of their complaints. 
Bo that when men in their private capacity, 


contrary to their engagements, have recourſe 
to 
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to violence, they cannot but be conſidered az 
- traytors and rebels to their prince and coun. 
try: as flying in the face, I will not ſay of 
his Majeſty's authority only, but of. the au- 
thority of the whole Legiſlative power ; and 
of the authority alſo of their own conſcience, 
which is ſtrongeſt of all. For the other obli- 
gations, from their King and country, may, 
and we fatally experience, are often broken 
through; but the authority of conſcience will 
be heard, to check and torment them in their 
moſt ſucceſsful villanies. | 


But FI is the aggravation of their crime, 


| When we remind them further to conſider, 


what muſt with all reaſon be acknowledged; 
that his Majeſty's clemency, and ſtrict regard 
to the rights of all his ſubjects, has left them 


no room for any complaint, no colour of a 
pretence for this violent and audacious at- 
tempt upon his perſon and kingdoms. And 
indeed with regard to thiseminent virtue inour 
Sovereign, faction is dumb; rebellion itſelf, 


as much as it wants colouring, dare not pre- 


ſume to varniſh over its crime with the leaſt 
imputation of his defect in juſtice. It is the 
glory of his Majeſty's reign, which has been 
long and ape, and of which we hope 
1 1 


JA. . w oy Tr RN | — rh 


[29] 


there are yet many years to come, that from 


the time of his acceſſion to this. very day, no 
one inſtance can be given of his ſtraining the 
prerogative beyond the due courſe of the 
law; but in all his actions he has conformed 
himſelf with as much exactneſs to the known 
laws of the land, as the meaneſt of his ſub- 
jets, A great example of temperance and 


moderation in government, worthy the imi- 
tation of princes ; which will deliver down 


his memory with honour to poſterity, and 
cauſe his name to be fairly written in the an- 


nals of time. So that rebellion is without 


excuſe, without the ſhadow of a grievance 
to complain of, and can only be reſolved in- 


to the effects of a turbulent and ungovernable 
will, 


But there is yet another charge againſt 
them, which I will not ſcruple to mention : 
And as the former reflection I made, in ag- 
gravation of the guilt of this unnatural rebel- 


lion, reſpected the prince alone, I will now 


take notice of the injury thereby done to the 
ſubject. The people of this nation for ſome 
years paſt have been engaged in a tedious and 
expenſive war: the exigencies of the ſtate re- 
quired it, and they have all along ſupported 

| 2. 
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it wich great Jchearbalvals and vigor. Atlength 


ſome favourable circumſtances gave them z 
glimmering proſpect of ſeeing peace reſtored 


has brought an additional burden upon them, 
at the ſame time that it has baniſhed their 
preſent hopes of peace. When for the good 


of Europe, and the ſupport of the common 


cauſe, our Sovereign, truſting to the love and 
affections of his people, reſolved to employ 
all his forces abroad ; when in conſequence 
of this meaſure, by his unwearied endeavours, 

a Head was given to the E Empire, who by his 
influence might turn the ſcale in our Phi 


and reſtore: our affairs: This opportunity did 


his di ſobedient ſubjects ungratefully turn to his 
diſadvantage, by taking encouragement from 
thence to endanger his and the kingdom's 


ſafety, and to bring oppreſſion upon their fel- 


low ſubjects. I forbear to enlarge further, as 
I well might upon the miſeries of a civil war, 
The danger at preſent is at a great diſtance 
from us; all means are taken to drive it ſtill 
further ; and God grant that thoſe means 
may prove effectual ! It is our duty humbly 
to ſupplicate heaven for pardon and forgive- 
neſs of all thoſe crimes, which have brought 
owe ſo heavy a judgment upon us; and with 
_ hearts 


again, and trade flouriſh : when this treaſon. 
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hearts truly penitent returning to God, w. 
implore his aid in this needful time of trouble, | 


his bleſſing upon the arms of them who ar 


now gone out for us to battle. And to our 
prayers it is our duty alſo to add our beſt en- 
deayours for the defence of our ſuffering coun« 
ty. If therefore we are friends to liberty, 

and can deteſt the principles of arbitrary po- 


Jer; if we have any juſt abhorrence of that 


Religion whoſe tender mercies are cruel ; if 
we have any regard Hr our own, let us time- 
ly prepare for this growing miſchief, Our 
fins and offences have given us juſt reaſon to 
be afraid ; but if we humbly truſt in the Al- 
mighty, we may then venture to be ſtrong 
for ourſelves. And let us all unite in a faith- 
ful and hearty love for our country, to which 
we are ſo juſtly obliged: we owe it to our 
countrymen, - we owe it to ourſelves, our 
holy Religion claims it of us. 


In a word, by all that can be valuable 
and dear to a people ; by what we may at 
preſent enjoy, or hope to enjoy hereafter ; 
and by what we may ſuffer in a change of 
our condition, ſhould we be again brought 
under the tyranny and ſcourge of Popery; by 
all theſe nee let us be exhorted to 

love 


T1 
lore our country; by all means poſſible g 
Heel its good; 10 earneſtly, and from dul 
hearts, to with, and deſire, and actually 
promote the proſperity of our Jeruſalem is 
that we may hereafter be found worthy d 
an habitation in that new Jeruſalem, whick 
we hope and pray may be the Mother of ut 
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